ADAR] COINCIDED WITH A SABBATH, VILLAGES AND LARGE TOWNS ADVANCE IT 
AND READ IT ON A DAY OF ASSEMBLY [THE TWELFTH]. AND THOSE 
SURROUNDED BY A WALL READ IT THE NEXT DAY [THE FIFTEENTH]. [IF THE 
FOURTEENTH OF ADAR]| COINCIDED WITH THE DAY AFTER THE SABBATH 
[SUNDAY], VILLAGES ADVANCE IT TO A DAY OF ASSEMBLY [THE ELEVENTH OF 
ADAR]. AND LARGE TOWNS READ IT ON THAT DAY [THE FOURTEENTH]. AND 
THOSE SURROUNDED BY A WALL READ IT THE NEXT DAY [MONDAY, THE 
FIFTEENTH]. 


I:1: They asked before R. Zeira, “Take note: If the fourteenth of Adar 
so happened that, for the villages, the reading of the Megillah would 
fall on the Sabbath [that is, the fourteenth was on Friday], they read the 
Megillah on Friday. If it so happened that the day of reading the 
Megillah for the towns would coincide with the Sabbath, they push it 
up to a day of assembly. [That is, we do not maintain that they should 
read it on Friday, as we do with the small villages when their day 
coincides with the Sabbath. At M. 1:3K, we tell them to read it on 
Thursday instead. It follows that when the day is switched from its 
expected time by reason of the Sabbath, we move the reading of the 
Megillah to a day of assembly. Why not say the same for the small 
towns?]” Said R. La, “It is because of the honor owing to the cities, so 
that people should not say, “We saw cities and towns reading the 
Megillah at the same time.’ [The reading of the towns is moved to a 
day of assembly, Thursday, so as to give a mark of distinction to the 
cities over the towns.]” If so, they should not push up the reading [for 
the towns] to the day of assembly, so that people should not say, “We 
saw people in villages and towns reading the Megillah at the same 
time. [The same reason can serve a contrary purpose.]” If so 
[furthermore], if the fourteenth of Adar coincides with Monday, 
Thursday, or on the Sabbath [both the villages and the towns read on 
that same day (as at M. 1:3A, or on the day of assembly, so M. 1:3E)]. 


1:2: Ba in the name of R. Judah: “In any case in which they have said 
that the reading is moved from its proper place, [that is the case,] on 
condition that there be ten people present for the reading.” Now we see 
that the rabbis maintain that it may be done. even by an individual. R. 
Abina in the name of R. Assi: “In any case in which they have said that 
the reading is moved from its proper place, [that is the case,] on 
condition that there be ten people present for the reading.” 


